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About SDPI

SDPI was founded in August 1992 on the recommendation of the Pakistan National Conservation
Strategy (NCS), also called Pakistan’s Agenda 21. The NCS placed Pakistan’s socio-economic
development within the context of a national environmental plan. This highly acclaimed document,
approved by the Federal Cabinet in March 1992, outlined the need for an independent non-profit
organization to serve as a source of expertise for policy analysis and development, policy
intervention, and policy and program advisory services. SDPI is registered under the Societies
Registration Act, XXI of 1860.2

Mission
To catalyse the transition towards sustainable development, defined as the enhancement of peace,
social justice and well-being, within and across generations.

Vision
To be a center of excellence on sustainable development policy research, capacity development and
advocacy in Pakistan.

About Newsletter

To keep abreast of emerging issues at the national/international and
local level, SDPI brings out a Bi-Monthly E-Newsletter for

“China Study Centre - SDPI”

It carries reference information’s to the news items/comments/Op-Eds
appearing in leading National/International daily newspapers.

Newspapers Covered:

Dawn . The News . The Express Tribune
The Nation o Business Recorder . Daily Times
Pakistan Observer . Pakistan Today . Urdu Point

China Daily




Editor Note:

Launched in August 2018, China Study Centre is a broader initiative of
Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI) to bridge the research-policy
gap on the issues of global relevance such as trade, technologies, climate change,
tourism, business, finance and Pakistan-China relations. The Centre strives to
foster research, knowledge and expertise on China, profoundly relevant to our
engagement with China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC).

With a large network of universities, government bodies, business and civil
society organizations, the Centre aims to promote collaborations, capacity
building and technology transfer based on lessons learnt and experiences of
China, attributed to their scientific knowledge and policy instruments. This
requires a deep insight into Chinese history, culture, and socio-economic
contexts. Such an approach is essential to catalyze the active engagement with
China to address the economic and development challenges towards achieving
sustainable development.

Themes Covered

« Pak-China Foreign Relations

« CPEC

o Regional integration under China’s Belt & Road (B&R)
o Business, innovation & entrepreneurship

o Trade and Tourism

o Energy and Environment

« Social development

« Capacity building, learning and development
o Economic growth & governance

« Research and development

« History, language and culture

« Open Knowledge repository

« SDPI s events, visits, publications
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China & America trade conflict

China opens its market as US tariffs squeeze Africa

Source: Afshan Hussain, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2026-02-23

KARACHI: China has waived all duties on imports from 53 African countries, positioning itself as an anchor of stability
amid chaos in the international "rules-based" trading system triggered by US President Donald Trump's sweeping
tariffs. Many African economies are grappling with the fallout from Washington's trade measures. Against this
backdrop, China's blanket tariff re..... more >>

Pak-China Relations / Foreign Affairs

Going beyond diplomacy

Source: Engineer Hussain Ahmad Siddiqui, The News, International , 2026-02-16

As Pakistan and China mark 75 years of diplomatic relations and an enduring friendship, it is worth reflecting on the
deeper, human dimensions of this relationship -- those that extend well beyond formal statements, official
communiqués and strategic interests. Few international partnerships can claim the depth of personal association,
institutional memory and emotional connect that charac..... more >>

UAF marks 75th anniversary of Pakistan-China diplomatic ties

Source: Press Release, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2026-02-16

FAISALABAD: The Confucius Institute at the University of Agriculture Faisalabad (CI-UAF) celebrated the Chinese
New Year (Spring Festival) and 75th anniversary of Pak-China diplomatic relations. This year has been designated
as the Year of the Horse, symbolizing strength, energy, perseverance and progress. UAF Vice Chancellor Prof Dr
Zulfigar Ali, VC Government College University Faisalabad D..... more >>

Pakistan, China reaffirm commitment to boost ties

Source: Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2026-02-23

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and China on Sunday reaffirmed their commitment to further strengthen their long-standing
strategic partnership and expand cooperation in key sectors, as the Chinese Embassy marked the Spring Festival
with a special ceremony in the federal capital. The event, held to celebrate the Chinese New Year (Year of the Horse),
was attended by Federal Minister for Petroleum Ali Perv..... more >>

Chinese nationals; CG China, Lanjar discuss security matters

Source: Recorder Report, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2026-02-27

KARACH]I: Sindh Home Minister Zia-ul-Hassan Lanjar held an important meeting with the Consul General of the
People’s Republic of China in Karachi, Yang Yundong, during which bilateral relations, mutual cooperation, and
particularly security-related matters were discussed in detail. During the meeting, a comprehensive review was
conducted of the security arrangements for Chinese nationals..... more >>

Deep-rooted Sino-Pak ties celebrated

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2026-02-24

Islamabad: On the occasion of the Chinese Spring Festival (Year of the Horse), the Embassy of China hosted a
special event themed “Chinese New Year, China-Pakistan Go Together,” celebrating the new year alongside
Pakistani brothers and sisters and reaffirming the enduring friendship between the two nations. Petroleum minister
Ali Pervaiz Malik showed up as the chief guest and highligh..... more >>
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PM, Chinese envoy discuss situation

Source: Zulfigar Ahmad, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2026-02-28

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and China held high-level talks on regional and international issues of mutual concern on
Friday, underscoring their commitment to close coordination for regional peace and stability. The meeting, which took
place between Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif and Chinese Ambassador to Pakistan Jiang Zaidong, comes amid
rising tensions between Pakistan and Afghanistan. The two..... more >>

Pak-China relations at 75 and way forward

Source: Shakeel Ahmad Ramay, The News, International , 2026-02-23

Pakistan and China are celebrating the 75th anniversary of their relationship to honor sacrifices and celebrate
success stories. H.E. Wang Yi and Senator Ishaq Dar unveiled the logo following the strategic dialogue in Beijing,
marking the start of the celebrations. The celebrations are well deserved, as both have nurtured their relationship
through blood and sweat. The Karakoram Highway, built thr..... more >>

Pak-China Trade

BOI minister for developing Charter of Economy for sustainable development

Source: Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2026-02-18

ISLAMABAD - Federal Minister for Board of Investment (BOI) Qaiser Ahmed Sheikh on Tuesday stressed the need
for developing a Charter of Economy, urging all stakeholders to come together beyond political divides for sustainable
national development. The minister attended the Spring Festival celebration marking the “Year of the Horse” as chief
guest. The event was organized by China Medi..... more >>

Panda bond plan hits a snag

Source: Shahbaz Rana, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2026-02-22

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan's plan to raise $250 million through Chinese Panda bonds has hit a snag due to the selection
of disputed sites for two projects, which will be funded against the bond proceeds, including the $760 million worth
Jinnah Medical Complex. Because of its weak credit rating, Pakistan cannot directly access Chinese debt markets
and has sought credit guarantees from the Asian Deve..... more >>

Regional Integration under B&R +CPEC

Ten years on, Gwadar a dream gone sour CPEC promise falters amid distrust, controls and insecurity
Source: Imtiaz Gul, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2026-02-21

High-profile events in places like Gwadar project ambition and showcase the region's significant strategic geography.
A similar event titled 'Pathways to a Modern Coastal City', organised last month by the Government of Balochistan
and some federal institutions, resonated with the usual repetitive shallow rhetoric on the "strategic potential" of
Gwadar. The apparent objective..... more >>

Balochistan, CPEC and terrorism

Source: Shakeel Ahmad Ramay, The News, International , 2026-02-16

Balochistan requires rapid economic development to improve the lives and living standards of its people. It has often
been argued underdevelopment is one of main causes of unrest and terrorism in the province. The state has been
aware of this narrative and has attempted to counter it by creating economic opportunities, allocating additional
resources, and even drawing support from other provinces...... more >>
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Press Releases

‘Survey shows strikingly upward trend in poverty’

Source: Rasheed Khalid, The News, International , 2026-02-26

Islamabad: Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI) Executive Director Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri has said that
Pakistan’s most updated Household Integrated Economic Survey (HIES), gathered after six years, shows strikingly
upward trend in poverty rise in the country that can be controlled by prioritising inclusive growth, job creation, price
stability and equitable resource distribution ra..... more >>

Poverty can be controlled by focusing on inclusive growth, job creation, price stability: Dr Suleri

Source: APP, Associated Press of Pakistan , 2026-02-25

ISLAMABAD, Feb 25 (APP): Pakistan’s most updated Household Integrated Economic Survey (HIES), gathered after
six years, has shown strikingly upward trend in poverty rise in the country that can be controlled by prioritizing
inclusive growth, job creation, price stability, and equitable resource distribution rather than focusing solely on GDP
growth. These views were expressed by Dr Abid Q..... more >>

Poverty can be controlled by focusing on inclusive growth, job creation, price stability: Dr. Abid Qaiyum
Suleri

Source: SABAH, SABAH News , 2026-02-25

ISLAMABAD, Feb 25 (SABAH): Pakistan’s most updated Household Integrated Economic Survey (HIES), gathered
after six years, has shown strikingly upward trend in poverty rise in the country that can be controlled by prioritizing
inclusive growth, job creation, price stability, and equitable resource distribution rather than focusing solely on GDP
growth. These views were expressed by Dr Abid Q..... more >>

Poverty Can Be Controlled By Focusing On Inclusive Growth, Job Creation, Price Stability: Dr Suleri
Source: APP, Urdu Point Lahore , 2026-02-25

ISLAMABAD, (APP - Urdu Point / Pakistan Point News - 25th Feb, 2026) Pakistan’s most updated Household
Integrated Economic Survey (HIES), gathered after six years, has shown strikingly upward trend in poverty rise in
the country that can be controlled by prioritizing inclusive growth, job creation, price stability, and equitable resource
distribution rather than focusing solely on GDP growth. ..... more >>
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SDPI Articles

Integrated protection

Source: Ali Rehmat Shimshali, The Nation, Islamabad , 2026-02-16

Pakistan has endured catastrophic floods in 2010, 2022 and 2025, each exposing vulnerabilities while testing national
resilience, with immense human, economic and infrastructural losses. The 2010 floods, triggered by extreme
monsoon rains, deforestation and poor watershed management, affected over 18 million people and caused nearly
2,000 deaths. In 2022, exceptional rainfall combined with satura..... more >>
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Why services exports matter

Source: Asif Javed, The News, International , 2026-02-16

Pakistan’s economic discourse has traditionally centred on expanding exports of goods, particularly textiles and
agricultural products. Despite repeated policy interventions, this strategy has delivered limited and volatile results,
leaving the economy exposed to persistent trade and current account pressures. In contrast, services exports, a
rapidly expanding component of global trade, rema..... more >>

The social justice divide

Source: Shoaib Aziz, The News, International , 2026-02-20

At its core, social justice is the promise that no citizen is left behind. Yet for millions of Pakistanis, this promise remains
unfulfilled. The roots of these persistent inequalities lie in imbalanced development, faulty policymaking and skewed
resource prioritisation. Political instability, climate change, patronage politics, corruption and sharp regional economic
disparities have combined to p..... more >>

Beyond parallel systems

Source: Hassan Murtaza Syed, The News, International , 2026-02-21

Education is often called the great equaliser. In Pakistan, however, it has quietly become one of the strongest markers
of inequality. A child’s future is shaped less by talent or hard work and more by the type of school their family can
afford or access. Public schools, private institutions and religious seminaries operate side by side, educating millions,
yet rarely intersect in purpose, ..... more >>

Nicotine-free world

Source: Syed Ali Wasif Naqvi, The News, International , 2026-02-22

Across the world, a new public health crisis is silently unfolding, one that threatens to undo decades of progress in
combating addiction and disease, and Pakistan is no exception to this. While traditional tobacco use has been pushed
down in many parts of the globe, the tobacco and nicotine industry has shifted its focus to products like e-cigarettes,
vapes and nicotine pouches. These products ar..... more >>

Coastal development

Source: Naseer Memon, The News, International , 2026-02-22

The federal government has once again shown interest in starting mega-projects along the Sindh coastline. Federal
Minister for Maritime Affairs Muhammad Junaid Anwar Chaudhry has announced an ambitious plan to transform the
Ziarat Hasan Shah Island into a premier eco-tourism and lifestyle destination. The plan envisages to make the island
a flagship..... more >>

The poverty reality check

Source: Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri, The News, International , 2026-02-24

For nearly six years, Pakistan debated growth, inflation and reform without updated poverty data. We argued about
policy direction but lacked the evidence to judge how those choices were affecting ordinary households. The new
poverty estimates from the Household Integrated Economic Survey (HIES) finally bring some clarity and offer a reality
check on where the country stands. The findings are sob..... more >>

Pakistan’s Al Ambitions: Islamabad Al Declaration And The Quest For True Sovereignty

Source: Sarah Siddiq Aneel, The Friday Times , 2026-02-23

In Islamabad this month, beneath winter skies and the outline of the Margalla Hills, Pakistan staged its first ‘Indus Al
Week’, which felt equal parts tech summit and national strategy session. University students crowded panel
discussions on compute infrastructure; civil servants debated regulatory frameworks; startup founders pitched
sovereign cloud ambitions. The branding was con..... more >>
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Cost of feed insecurity in Pakistan’s poultry production

Source: Yahya Gulraiz and Dr Kashif Salik, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2026-02-25

Over the years, poultry meat has emerged as one of the most popular protein sources for consumers, largely due to
its year-round availability and relative affordability in Pakistan. Poultry provides high-quality protein through table
eggs and chicken meat. In Pakistan, the sector accounts for approximately 43.3 percent of total meat production,
with an estimated per capita consumption at 69-70 gra..... more >>

Cost of feed insecurity in Pakistan’s poultry production

Source: Yahya Gulraiz and Dr Kashif Salik, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2026-02-25

Over the years, poultry meat has emerged as one of the most popular protein sources for consumers, largely due to
its year-round availability and relative affordability in Pakistan. Poultry provides high-quality protein through table
eggs and chicken meat. In Pakistan, the sector accounts for approximately 43.3 percent of total meat production,
with an estimated per capita consumption at 69-70 gra..... more >>

Adaptation beyond optics

Source: Zainab Naeem, The News, International , 2026-02-26

Climate adaptation in Pakistan must not become an exercise in optics, nor should it be reduced to producing attractive
reports or donor-developed frameworks that look impressive on paper but barely touch realities on the ground. If
adaptation is treated as a performative agenda rather than a survival imperative, it risks failing precisely those
communities that are already living with climate str..... more >>

Adaptation beyond optics

Source: Zainab Naeem, Geo News , 2026-02-26

Climate adaptation in Pakistan must not become an exercise in optics, nor should it be reduced to producing attractive
reports or donor-developed frameworks that look impressive on paper but barely touch realities on the ground. If
adaptation is treated as a performative agenda rather than a survival imperative, it risks failing precisely those
communities that are already living with climate str..... more >>

How are the SDGs doing?

Source: Ali Rehmat Shimshali, The News, International , 2026-02-28

Pakistan is an investment-starved country. The ways and means to attract investment are not working well. The
Board of Investment (BOI) has utterly failed to attract investment into the country. The Special Investment Facilitation
Council (SIFC) has also miserably failed to boost investment. It is quite surprising that the government has failed,
despite its best efforts, to boost FDI and achieve ..... more >>

SDPI's Related Articles

Digital and Financial Literacy: Empowering women and building climate resilience in Sindh

Source: Johanna Knoess, GIZ Pakistan , 2026-02-23

Across Sindh, women are gaining the digital and financial skills they need to manage money, access social protection,
and respond to climate shocks. Discover how community-based training is strengthening resilience and confidence.
Two women from Sindh reading a manual on digital literacy © GIZ Pakistan Why digital and financial literacy matters
Across Sindh, women play a critical role i..... more >>
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Seminar News

Experts call for radical tax cuts for 5G technology rollout in Pakistan

Source: SABAH, SABAH News , 2026-02-16

ISLAMABAD, Feb 16 (SABAH): The successful rollout and adoption of 5G technology in Pakistan hinges on radical
tax cuts and business to business strategy, otherwise the country’s transition to 5G will remain in low pace due to
crippling taxation, high handset costs, and the lack of industrial use cases. This was crux of a debate on Monday
seminar, titled: “5G Imperative in Pakistan: ..... more >>

Experts Call For Radical Tax Cuts For 5G Technology Roll-out In Pakistan

Source: APP, Urdu Point Lahore , 2026-02-16

ISLAMABAD, (APP - Urdu Point / Pakistan Point News - 16th Feb, 2026) The successful roll-out and adoption of 5G
technology in Pakistan hinges on radical tax cuts and business-to-business strategy, otherwise the country’s
transition to 5G will remain in low pace due to crippling taxation, high handset costs, and the lack of industrial use
cases. This was crux of a debate on Monday seminar, ti..... more >>

Experts call for radical tax cuts for 5G roll-out in Pakistan

Source: APP, Daily Times , 2026-02-17

The successful roll-out and adoption of 5G technology in Pakistan hinges on radical tax cuts and business-to-
business strategy, otherwise the country’s transition to 5G will remain in low pace due to crippling taxation, high
handset costs, and the lack of industrial use cases. This was crux of a debate on Monday seminar, titled: “5G
Imperative in Pakistan: The Need for Comprehensive..... more >>

Experts stress radical tax cuts for 5G technology roll-out in Pakistan

Source: APP, Dunya News , 2026-02-17

ISLAMABAD (APP) - The successful roll-out and adoption of 5G technology in Pakistan hinges on radical tax cuts
and business-to-business strategy, otherwise the country’s transition to 5G will remain in low pace due to crippling
taxation, high handset costs, and the lack of industrial use cases. This was crux of a debate on Monday seminar,
titled: “56G Imperative in Pakistan: The Need f..... more >>

Experts call for radical tax cuts for 5G technology roll-out in Pakistan

Source: APP, Associated Press of Pakistan , 2026-02-16

ISLAMABAD, Feb 16 (APP): The successful roll-out and adoption of 5G technology in Pakistan hinges on radical tax
cuts and business-to-business strategy, otherwise the country’s transition to 5G will remain in low pace due to
crippling taxation, high handset costs, and the lack of industrial use cases. This was crux of a debate on Monday
seminar, titled: “5G Imperative in Pakistan: The ..... more >>

Aggressive tax cuts crucial for successful 5G rollout and adoption in Pakistan

Source: Hamza Shahnawaz, Pakistan Revenue , 2026-02-16

Islamabad, February 16, 2026 — The successful rollout and widespread adoption of 5G technology in Pakistan hinges
on radical tax cuts, supportive regulation, and a strong business-to-business (B2B) strategy, experts said on Monday,
warning that without decisive reforms, the country’s transition to next-generation connectivity will remain sluggish.
This consensus emerged during a sem..... more >>

Experts Seek Sharp Tax Cuts to Accelerate 5G Rollout in Pakistan

Source: Usama Anjum, Phone World , 2026-02-16

Telecommunications experts, policymakers, and industry representatives on Monday called for substantial tax
reductions and a shift toward business-focused applications to ensure a viable rollout of 5G in Pakistan, warning that
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excessive taxation and weak industrial demand could slow the country’s digital transition. The discussion took place
at a seminar titled “5G Imperative in Pak..... more >>

Experts call for radical tax cuts for 5G technology roll-out

Source: Rasheed Khalid, The News, International , 2026-02-17

Islamabad: SDPI’s distinguished Advisor Emeritus Brig (r) Mohammad Yasin termed the forthcoming auction of
nearly 600 MHz of spectrum as potentially the largest in Pakistan’s history, calling it a structural shift rather than
merely a technological upgrade. Yasin was participating in a seminar, on “5G imperative in Pakistan: the need for
comprehensive infrastructure, economic rea..... more >>
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Source: Sufiyan Paracha, Daily Mudabbir , 2026-02-17
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‘Online harassment forces 15pc women to leave jobs’

Source: Rasheed Khalid, The News, International , 2026-02-18

Islamabad: Naghmana Hashmi, advisor for Federal Ombudsperson Secretariat for Protection Against Harassment
at Workplace (FOSPAH), has said that nearly 15 per cent of professional women are compelled to leave their jobs
due to online harassment. Ms Hashmi was addressing a seminar about technology-facilitated violence against
women and girls hosted here by Sustainable Development Policy Institute (S..... more >>

Experts call for ‘OneStop’ crisis centers to combat VAW as cybercrime surges

Source: SABAH, SABAH News , 2026-02-17

ISLAMABAD, Feb 17 (SABAH): Experts and digital rights advocates have stressed the need for an urgent overhaul
of Pakistan’s cyber governance, suggesting the establishment of “OneStop Crisis Centers” to combat a staggering
rise in technology facilitated violence against women and girls (TFVAW). The call was made during a high-level
seminar hosted by the Sustainable Development Poli..... more >>

Experts Call For ‘One-Stop’ Crisis Centers To Combat VAW As Cybercrime Surges

Source: APP, Urdu Point Lahore , 2026-02-17

ISLAMABAD, (APP - Urdu Point / Pakistan Point News - 17th Feb, 2026) Experts and digital rights advocates have
stressed the need for an urgent overhaul of Pakistan’s cyber-governance, suggesting the establishment of “One-
Stop Crisis Centers” to combat a staggering rise in technology-facilitated violence against women and girls (TFVAW).
The call was made during a high-level semina..... more >>
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Experts call for ‘One-Stop’ crisis centers to combat VAW as cybercrime surges

Source: APP, Associated Press of Pakistan , 2026-02-17

ISLAMABAD, Feb 17 (APP): Experts and digital rights advocates have stressed the need for an urgent overhaul of
Pakistan’s cyber-governance, suggesting the establishment of “One-Stop Crisis Centers” to combat a staggering rise
in technology-facilitated violence against women and girls (TFVAW). The call was made during a high-level seminar
hosted by the Sustainable Development Po..... more >>

Establish One Stop Crisis Centers to Tackle TFVAW

Source: News Desk, Peak Point , 2026-02-17

Experts and digital rights advocates at a Sustainable Development Policy Institute seminar in Islamabad urged swift
reform of Pakistan’s cyber-governance and the rollout of One Stop Crisis Centers to address the sharp rise in
technology-facilitated violence against women and girls. The panel underlined that cybercrime complaints climbed to
arecord 171,000 in 2025, up from 102,000 five years..... more >>

Experts call for ‘One-Stop’ crisis centers to combat VAW as cybercrime surges

Source: DNA, Daily Islamabad Post , 2026-02-17

ISLAMABAD, Feb 17: Experts and digital rights advocates have stressed the need for an urgent overhaul of
Pakistan’s cyber-governance, suggesting the establishment of “One-Stop Crisis Centers” to combat a staggering rise
in technology-facilitated violence against women and girls (TFVAW). The call was made during a high-level seminar
hosted by the Sustainable Development Policy In..... more >>

Experts call for ‘One-Stop’ crisis centers to combat VAW as cybercrime surges

Source: DNA News, DNA News , 2026-02-17

ISLAMABAD, Feb 17: Experts and digital rights advocates have stressed the need for an urgent overhaul of
Pakistan’s cyber-governance, suggesting the establishment of “One-Stop Crisis Centers” to combat a staggering rise
in technology-facilitated violence against women and girls (TFVAW). The call was made during a high-level seminar
hosted by the Sustainable Development Policy In..... more >>
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